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SUBJECT: REPORTED ETHIOPIAN INTEREST IN ACQUIRING US ARMS 
FROM THIRD PARTIES 

REF: USDAO ADDIS ABABA 0431 AUG 76 (NOTAL) 

1 . DEPARTMENT IS CONCERNED ABOUT REPORT IN REFERENCED 
MESSAGE THAT ETHIOPIA IS INTERESTED IN ACQUIRING SURPLUS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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US ARMS SUCH AS 105MM HOWITZERS NOW IN YUGOSLAV INVENTORY, 
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AND THAT ETHIOPIAN OFFICIAL MAY HAVE VISITED ITALY AND 
YUGOSLAVIA TO DISCUSS THIS MATTER. OUR CONCERN IS BASED 
ON RECENT PASSAGE OF LEGISLATION AMENDING ARMS EXPORT 
CONTROL ACT REFLECTING CONGRESSIONAL DESIRES TO TIGHTEN 
USG CONTROL OF THIRD-PARTY TRANSFERS OF MAP AND FMS-ORIGIN 
DEFENSE ARTICLES AND SERVICES. WE MUST NOW NOT ONLY 
INFORM CONGRESS 30 DAYS IN ADVANCE OF OUR APPROVAL OF ANY 
REQUESTS FROM FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS TO INITIATE SUCH TRANSFERS 
(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF MATER IE.I .-RELATED TRAINING), BUT 
MUST ALSO REPORT TO THE CONGRESS "IF THE PRESIDENT RECEIVES 
ANY INFORMATION THAT A TRANSFER OF ANY DEFENSE ARTICLE, OR 
RELATED TRAINING OR OTHER DEFENSE SERVICE, HAS BEEN MADE 
WITHOUT HIS CONSENT". 

2. IT FOLLOWS FROM THE ABOVE THAT WE WISH TO AVOID ANY 
THIRD-PARTY TRANSFERS OF US-ORIGIN DEFENSE ARTICLES AND 
SERVICES BEING MADE WITHOUT US APPROVAL, WHETHER INAD- 
VERTENT OR OTHERWISE. WE WOULD THEREFORE APPRECIATE ANY 
REPORTS THAT ADDRESSEES MIGHT PICK UP REGARDING POSSIBLE 
ETHIOPIAN EFFORTS TO OBTAIN US ARMS FROM THIRD-PARTIES. 
ROBINSON 
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